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1 Was 17 a dt Hun Judgment #1 this bead, &N 


15 read a tract iti ted, 66 Taxation : no V 


vanny.” But. as fron as I AE >, more light 
myſelf, i I judged it my duty to impart it to athers. 
I therefore extracted the chief arguments from 
that treatiſe, and added an application to thoſe 
hun it myſt. concerns. T Was well aware of 
the wee, this would . upon myſelf: but 
Tet it be, /o I may i in any degree ke my King 
and Country. | 
4 late tract, wrote in  anfiver ts this, ir wrote 
in juſt ſuch a ſpirit as I erpecicd. It is ftrewed 
over with ſuch flowers as theſe, 46 Contemptible 
. Sophiſtry! V ke Fallacious ter the laſt degree! 
* Chiltdiſh quirks!” © Pitiful fophifms / 
Ae EIWHS vii e Wirth 
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1 PREFACE. 


Miih ſtrong aſſertions, repeated over and avion 


ED 


and with florid Quotations. But all the ar- 


guments which are produced therein, may be 


contained in a nut- bell. | 
The writer * aſſerts twenty times, He that 


is taxed without his own conſent, that is, wich- 


out . repreſented, is a ſlave,” 1 anſwer, 


No: I have no repreſentative in Parliament. 


But 4 am taxed ; yet Tam no ſlave, Tea, nine 


in ten throughout England, have no repreſenta- 


tive, 10 vote. Tet they are no faves: they enjoy 
both Civil and Religions Liberty to the umg. f 


y extent. 


He replies, But Ry may have 2 if they 
will, they may purchaſe Freeholds, ” What: "3 
Can every man in Eng and purchaſe a | Freehold ? 
No : not one in an bundred. But be that as it 


may, they have no vote now, Yet they are no 


Slaves, they are the free men in the whole world, . 


ce Who 


— 


— 


* Or Writers. F or L am ln be a cor- 
reſpondent in Brifo!, That this Letter was wrote 
by two Anabaptiſt Miniſters, aſſiſted by a Gen- 
tleman and a Tradeſman. of the Church of Eng- 


land, 


PRE FAC E. 2 
Mo then is a Slave? Look into Ameri- 
, aud. jou may eaffly ſees See that Negro, 
Fainting under the load, bleeding = the laſh! 
He is a ſlave. And is there no difference” 
between him and his Maſter ? Tes. The One 
is | ſcreaming, Murder ! _ bi: other 
filently. bleeds and dies . 
.. © But wherein" then;confifts the difference be 
tween Liberty and Slauery? Herein. You and 
I and. the Eugliſp in general, go where we will, 
and enjoy the fruit of our, labours : T his is li- 
berty, The negro does not : This is Slauery. 


not then all this  outery about Liberty, and 


PIR} mere rant, and playing upon words ? 
This is a ſpecimen of this writer's Argu- 
ments. Let us Juſt touch upon his Quotations, 
« All the inhabitants /f England) /ays 
the fanciful. Monteſquiou, (as one terms. him) 


«© have a right of voting at the election Fa re- 


preſentative, except ſuch as are ſo mean, as tg be 
deemed to have no will of their own !” Nay, 
F all have a right to vote, that have a will of 
their own, certainly this right belongs to every 
man, woman, and child in England. 

Hop One 


. —p v” m - eee ee es a pas,.” —— 
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vi PREFACE. 
One quotation. more. © Fudge Blackſtone 
fays, In a free ſtate, every man who is ſuppoſed: 
to be a free- agent; ought to be in ſame meaſure = 
his own governor therefore one branch, at leaſt. 
of the legiſlative prever ſhould reſido in the whole 
body of the people.” | But who! are, the 
whole body of the people? According 10. 
Him, every free agent. Then the argument 
proves too much. For arg not Women free 
agents * Yea, and poor as well as rich men. Ac 
cording to this — hers 75. no free ſtate 
wHnder the Ven. 5 6:18 

The Book which this writer fays, F fo frongh 
recommended, I never yet ſaw with" my eyes. 
And the words which he ſays I ſpoke, never came 
bier of 1 ot Bt ＋ n e 5 
eg n Ge tttii en HA 

IT now -ſprek, es the light F „ 
But if any one will grve ms more * I will be 
ane | | 
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1. N.-A. N HE nd queſtion; which 
ph J i is e (a d with 
"FT. J warmth enough on both ſides) 
-A is this, Has the Engliſh Par- 

lament a right t to tax the American Colo- 


nies? | 1 


In order to . Jas con- 
ider the nature of our Colonies. An Eng- 
liſh Colony is, a number of perſons to 

whom the Ling grants a charter, permit- 
ting them to ſettle in ſome far country as a 
corporation, enjoying ſuch powers as the 
charter grants, to be adminiſtred in ſuch 
A manner as the charter preſcrihes. As a 
corporation they make laws for themſelves: 
but as a corporation ſubſiſting by a grant 
from higher authority, to the control of that 


authority, they {till continue r 
+ Ne 


_— 


— r. — 


} 
{ 
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| Conſidering this, nothing can be more 
plains. tan that the ſupreme power in 

ngland has a legal right of laying any 
tax upon them for any end beneficial to the 
whole empire. 


Py 


2. But you object, It is the privilege 
of a Freeman and an Engliſhman to be tax- 


ed only by His own conſent. And this con- 


ſent is given for every man by his repreſen- 
tative in parliament. But we have no repre- 


ſentatives in parliament. Fherefore we 


ought not to be taxed thereby.“ 


I anſwer, This argument proves too much. 
If the parliament cannot tax you, becauſe 
you have no repreſentati therein, for the 
lame reaſon. it can make no laws. to bind 
vou. If a freeman cannot be taxed without 
his own conſent, neither can he be puniſhed 
without it: for whatever holds with regard 
to taxation, holds with regard to all other 
laws. Therefore he who denies the Engliſh 
Parliament the power of taxation, denies it 
the right of 5 laws at all. But 


this power. over the Colonies you have ne- 


ver diſputed: you have always admitted 
ſtatutes, for the puniſhment of offences, 
and for the preventing or redreſſing of in- 
conveniences. And the reception of any 
law draws after it by a chain which cannot 
be broken, the neceſſity of admitting taxa- 
tion. 1 | 53 


9 


3. But I object to the very foundation of 
your plea. That * every freeman is go- 
verned by laws to which he has conſented,” 

Do as 


00 


as confidently as it has been aſſerted, is 
abſolutely falſe. In wide-extended domi- 
nions, a very ſmall part of the people are 
concerned in making laws. This, as all 
public buſineſs, muſt be done by delegation ; 
the delegates are choſen by a ſelect number. 
And thoſe that are not eleCtors, who are 
far the greater part, ſtand by, idle and help- 
leſs ſpectators. | 


The caſe of electors is little better. 
When they are near equally divided, in the 
choice of their delegates to repreſent them 
in the parliament or national aſſembly, al- 
moſt half of them muſt be governed, not 
only without, but even againſt their own 
donlent. oh 2 | 


And how has any man conſented to thoſe 
laws, which were made before he was born? 
Our conſent to theſe, nay and to the laws 
now made even in England, is purely paſ- 
five, And in every place, as all men are 
born the ſubjeQts of ſome ſtate or other, 
ſo they are born, paſſively, as it were con- 
ſenting to the laws of that ſtate, Any 
other than this kind of conſent, the condi- 
tion of civil life does not allow. 


44. But you fay, You are intitled to life, 

liberty and property by nature: and that you 
have never ceded to any favereign power, the right 
to diſpoſe of theſe without your conſent, 


While you ſpeak as the naked ſons of 
nature, this is certainly true, But you 
preſently declare, Our anceſtors at the time 
they ſettled theſe Colonies, were intitled to all the 

5 | rights 


0 


rights of navtral-born ſtihocts, within the realm 
of England, This Hkewiſe is true: but 
when this is granted, the boaſt of original 
rights is at an end. You are 3 in 
a ſtate of nature, but ſink down into Colo- 
niſts, governed by a charter. If your an- 
ceftors were ſubjects, they acknowledged a 
Sovereign: if they had a right to Engliſh 
privileges, they were accountable to Eng- 
liſh laws, and had «ceded to the King and 
Parliament, the power of diſpaling without their 
eonſent, of both therr lives, liberties and pro- 
perties. And did the Parliament cede to 
them, a diſpenſation from the obedience, 
which they owe as natural ſubjectts? Or 
any degree of independence, not enjoyed 
by other Engliſhmen > | 


5. They did not indeed, as you obſerve, by 

emigration forfat any ef thoſe privileges: but: 
they were, and their deſcendents now are intitled: 
10 all ſuch as their circumſtances enable them to 
enjoy. | | | 


That they who form a Colony by a law- 
ful charter, forfeit no- privilege thereby,, 
is certain. But what they do not forfeit 
by any judicial ſentence, they may loſe by 
natural effects. When a man voluntarily. 
comes into America, he may loſe what he 
had when in Europe. Perhaps he had a 
right to vote for a knight or burgeſs : by 
croſſing the ſea he did nor forfeit this right. 
But it is plain, he has made the exerciſe of 
it no longer poflible. He has reduced him+ 
ſelf from a voter to one of the innumerable 
multitude that have no votes. | 


6. But 


* 


6. But you ſay; An the Colonies are not 
repreſentcd in the Britiſh Parliament, they are 
entitled to a free power of legiſlation. For they 
inherit all the right which their ancęftors had 


of enjoying all the privileges of Engliſhmen. 


They do inherit all the privileges which 
their anceſtors had : but they can inherit 
no more. Their anceſtors left a country 

where the repreſentatives of the people 
were elected by men particularly qualified, 

and where thofe who wanted that qualifica- 
tion were bound by the deciſions of men 
whom they had not deputed. You are 
the defcendents of men who either had no 
votes, or refigned them by emigration. 
You have therefore exactly what your an- 
ceſtors left you: not a vote in making 
laws, nor in chuſing legiſlators 5 but the 
happineſs of being protected by laws and 
the duty of obeying them.. 


What your anceſtors did not bring with 
chem, neither they nor their. deſcendants 
have acquired. g hey have not, by aban - 
doning their right in one legiſlature, acqui- 
red a right to conſtitute another: any more 
than the multitudes in England who have 
no vote, have a right to erect a Parliament 
for themſelves. 


7. However the Colonies have a right to all 
the privileges granted them by royal e or 
fecured to them by provincial laws. 


; The firſt clauſe is allowed: they kev 
certainly a right to all the privileges granted 
& them 


629 


them by royal charters: (provided thoſe 
privileges be conſiſtent with the Britiſh 
conſtitution.) But as to the ſecond there 
is a doubt: provincial laws may grant 
82 to individuals of the province. 
But ſurely no province can confer provin- 
cial privileges on itſelf! They have a 
right to all which the King has given 
them; but not to all which they haye given 
themſelves, 


A corporation can no more aſſume to 
itſelf privileges which it had not before, 
than a man can, by his own act and deed, 
aſſume titles or dignities. The legiflature 
of a colony may be compared to the veſtry 
of a large pariſh : which may lay a ceſs on 
its inhabitants, but till regulated by the 
law : and which (whatever be its internal 
expences) is ſtill liable to taxes laid by ſy - 
perior authority. 


8. But whereas I formerly allowed, If 
there is in the charter of any Colony, a 
clauſe exempting them from taxes for ever, 
then they have a right to be ſo exempted ;* 
J allowed too much, For to ſay, That 
the King can Fran an exemption * the 
power of Parliament, is ſaying in other 
words, That One branch of the legiſlature 
can grant away the power of the Others. 
This is ſo far from being true, that if there 
is in the charter of any Colony, a clauſe ex- 
empting them from taxes fer ever, yet un- 
leſs it were confirmed by an ack of the 
whole Legiſlature, that clauſe is void in it- 
ſelf, The King (to uſe the FIT. the 

aw ) 


n 
law) was © deceived in his grant,“ as hav- 
ing given that which he had no right to 
beſtow, | Se Ad 4 
Of all theſe charters then it may be ſaid, 


| Either they do contain ſuch a clauſe, or 


they do not. If they do not, the plea of 
Charter-exemption drops. If they do, al- 
tho' the Charter itſelf ſtands good, yet that 
clauſe of it, is null and void, as being con- 
trary to the principles of the Britiſh Cone 
ſtitution. | | 


9. Give me leave to add a few words on 
this head: The following Acts ſhew clearly, 
that from the Reſtoration, the Colonies 
were conſidered as part of the Realm of 
England, in point of Taxation, as well as 
every thing elſe, | 

25th, Charles II. Chap. 7. expreſly re- 
lates to the Colonies; and lays ſeveral ipeci- 


fic duties on commodities exported from the 
plantations, 80 


gth Ann, Chap. 10, orders a revenue to 
be raiſed in America from the Poſt-Office , 
gth Ann, Chap. 27, lays a duty on ſeve- 
ral goods imported into America. 
d George II. Chap. 28, lays a duty on 
an” Rice exported from Croling, to the. 
South of Cape of Finiſterre, | 


8th Geo. II. Chap. 19, extends the ſama 
to Georgia. | | | 


th Geo. II. Chap. 13, lays ſeveral du- 
ties on Rum, Sugar aud Molaſſes imporied 
zato North America. | 


—— — 
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10. All that impartially cofiſider what has 
been obſerved, muſt readily allow, that the 
Engliſh Parliament has an undoubted right 
to tax all the Engliſh Colonies. 


But whenee then is all this hurry and 
tumult ? Why is America all in an uproar 2 
If you can yet give yourſelves time to think, 
you will fee, tire plain caſe is this. 


A few years ago, you were aſſaulted by 
enemies, whom you were not well able to 
reſiſt, You repreſented this to your Mo- 
ther-country, and deſired her affiſtanee. 
You was largely afliſted, and by that means 
wholly delivered from all your enemies. 


After a time, your Mother-country deſt- | 
ring to be reimburſed for ſome part of the 
large expence ſhe had been at, laid a (malt 
tax (which ſhe had always a right to do) 
on one of her Colonies. g 


But how 18 it poſſible, that the taking this 
reaſonable and legal ſtep, ſhould have tet all 
America in a flame? | 


I will tell you my opinion freely; and 
perhaps you will not think it improbable. I 
peak the more freely, becauſe I am unbi- 
afled : I have nothing to hope or fear from 
either fide. I gain nothing either by the 
Government or by the Americans, and pro- 
bably never ſhall. And 1 have no preju- 
dice to any man in America: I love you as 
my brethren and countrymen. 


11. My opinion is this. We have a few 
men in England, who are determined ene- 
mics 


„ 
mies to Monarchy. Whether they hate 
Ais preſent Majeſty on any other ground, 
than becauſe he is a King, I know not. But 
they cordially hate his office, and have for 
ſome years been undermining it with all 
diligence, in hopes of erecting their grand 
idol, their dear Commonwealth upon its 
ruins. E believe they have let very few in- 


to their deſign: (although many forward 


it, without knowing any thing. of the mar- 
ter) but they are ſteadily purſuing it, as by 
various other means, fo in particular by in- 
flammatory papers, which are induſtriouſly 


and continually diſperſed, throughout the 


town and country: by this method they 
have already wrought thouſands of the peo- 


ple, even to the pitch of madneſs. By the 


fame, only varied according to your cir- 
cumſtances, they have likewiſe inflamed, 
America. I make no doubt, but theſe very 
men are the original:cauſe of the preſent 
breach between England and her Colonies. 
And they ave till pouring oil into the flame, 
ftudiouſly incenſing each againft the other, 
and oppofing under a variety of pretences, 
all meaſures of accommodation. So that 
although the Americans, in general, love 
the Engliſh, and the Engliſh - in general, 
love the Americans, (all, I mean that 
are not yet cheated and exaſperated by theſe 
artful men) yet the rupture is growing, 
wider every day, and none can tell where: 
it will end, 7A 


Theſe good men hope it will end, in the 
total defection of North America from Eng- 
land, If this were effected, they Tag the 
| liity 


o 
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Engliſh in 8 would be ſo irreconcile- 
abl; diſguſted, that they ſhould be able, 
with or without foreign aſſiſtance, intirely 
to overturn the government : eſpecially 
while the main of both the Engliſh and 
Iriſh forces, arc at ſo convenient a diſ- 
tance, 2 


12. But, my brethren, would this be any 
advantage to you Can you hope for a more 
defirable form of government, either in Eng- 
land or America, than that which you now 
enjoy? After all the vehement cry for li- 
berty, what more liberty can you have? 
What more religious liberty can you deſire, 
than that which you enjoy already? May 
not every one among you worſhip God ac- 
cording to his own conſcience? What 
civil hberty can you defire, which you 
are not already poſſeſſed of? Do not you 
ft without K every man under his 
own vine ? Do you not, every one, high or 
low, enjoy the fruit of your labour? This 
3s real, rational liberty, ſuch as is enjoyed 
by Engliſhmen alone ; and not by any other 
91 in the habitable world. Would the 
being independent of England make you 
more free? Far, very far from it. It 
would hardly be poſſible for you to ſteer 
clear, between anarchy and tyranny. But 
ſuppole, after numberleſs dangers and miſe 
chiefs, you ſhould ſettle into one or more 
Republics ; would a republican government 
give you more liberty, either. religious or 
evil? By no means, No governments 

| : under 


590 
under heaven are ſo deſpotic as the Repub- 
lean: no ſubjects are governed in ſo àrbi- 
trary a manner, as thoſe of a Common- 
: wealth. If any one doubt of this, let him 
lock at the ſubjects of Venice, of Genoa, 
or even of Holland. Should any man talk 
or write of the Dutch government as every 
ceobler does of the Engliſh; he would be laid 
in irons, before he knew where he ' was. 
And then wo be to him! Republics ſhew 
no mercy. f 151 Jen OD 7 n 2 0 
nn 180 207 SWO an ind! 
13. But if we ſubmit to one tax, more 
will follow.“ Perhaps ſo, and perhaps not. 
But if they did; if Jop were taxed (which 
is quite improbable) equal with Ireland or 
Scotland, ſtill were you to prevent d 
'Tenquncing . connection 1 — England, the 
remedy would be worſe than tlie diſeäſc. 
For O! what convulſions muſt poor Ame- 
rica feel, before any other government was 
ſettled? Innumerable miſchlefs muſt enfue, 
before any general form could be eftabliſh- 
ed. And the grand miſchief would enfue, 
when it was eſtablifhed; when you! had 
RY a yoke, which you could not ſhake 
off. a e 07% "00 58 Is 
N I en 
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14. Brethren open your eyes ! Come to 
yourſelves ! Be no longer the dypes of de- 
ſigning men, I do not mean any of your 
countrymen in America : I doubt whether 
any of theſe are in the ſecret. The de- 
_ ſigning men, the Ahithophels are in re. 
« | and, 


| E 
| land; thoſe who have laid their ſcheme ſo 
| deep, and covered. it fo wall, that thoulands 
who are ripening it, ſuſpcck nothing at all 
of the matter. Theſe well meaning men, 
fincerely believing, that they are ſerving 
their country, exclaim againſt (grievances, 
which either never exiſted, or are aggravated 
above meaſure, and thereby inflzme the peo- 
ple more and more, to the wiſh of thoſe 
Who are behind the ſcene. Hut be not you 
duped any longer: do not ruin yourſelves far 
them that owe you no good will, that now 
employ you only for their own purpoſes. 
and in the end will give you no thanks. 
They love neither England nor America, 
but play one againſt the other, in ſubſervi- 
ency to their grand deſign, of overturning 
he Engliſh government. Be warned in 
time. e nſider before it is too 
bie; . before you have entailed cenfußen 
and miſery on your lateſt poſterity. Have 
pity upon your mother country! Have pity 
upon your own! Have pity upon your- 
ſelves, upon your children, and upon all 
That are near and dear to you! Let us not 
bite and devour one another, leſt we be 
conſumed one of another! O let us follow 
after peace ! Let us put away our fins; the 
real ground of all our calamities ! Which 
never will or can be thoroughly removed, 


till we fear God and honour the King. 
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A Sermon preached. by. Dr. Smith, in 

Philadelphia, has been lately reprint- 

ed in England. It has been much. admired, 
but proceeds all along upon wrong ſuppo- 
fitions. Theſe are confuted in the preced- 
ing tract: yet I would juſt touch upon 
tent again. . AMBER Toy Tie 
Dr. Smith fuppoſes, 1. They have a 
right of granting their own money: that 

is, of being [exempt from taxation by the 
fupreme power. If they contend” for- 
this, they contend for neither more not 
lefs than independency. Why then do they 
talk of their © rightful Sovereign“ They 
acknowledge no Sovereign fatal. 


That they contend for d the cauſe of 
lberty 7'''ts another miftaken ſuppoſition. 
What liberty de you want, either cial ot 
religious? You had the very fame liberty 
we have in England. I ſay, you had: bur 
you have now thrown away the ſubſtance, 
and retain only the ſhadow. You have no. 
liberty, civil or religious now, but what the 
Congrels pleaſes to allow. 
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Then you have no Sovereign: for every 


for Parliament-men or no. 


—— —— — — — — 


CC. J 
But you juſtly ſuppoſe, ©* We are by a 
plain ofgginal-contrad intitled to a commu- 
nity of privileges, with our brethren that 
reſide in England, in every civil and religi- 
ous reſpect, p. 19. Moſt true. And till 
you appointed your New Sovereigns, you 
enjoyed all thoſe privileges. Indeed you 
had no vote for members of Parliament, 
neither. have I, becauſe I have no freehold 
in England: Vet the being täxed by the 
Parliament is no infringement either of! my 
civit or religious liberty. And why have 
3 no Repreſentatives in Parliament ?--- 
id you ever defire them?: 
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But you ſay again, no power on earth 


has a right to grant our property withuut our 
*. = > 1 2 p 0. Sr 11 27 60 ex of ? 
eonſent, P · 22. a 1 l ub 
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Sovereign under heaven has a right to tax 
his ſubjects: that is, to grant their pro- 
perty, with or without their conſent. Our 
* Sovereign has a right to tax me, and all 
other Engliſhmen, whether we have votes 


100 iy ang I 


A Vainly therefore do you complain of 


*© unconſtitutional exactions, violated rights, 
and mutilated charters,” p. 24. Nothing 
2 , EF : it nt is 
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* That is, in connexion with the Lords and 
Commons, | 


your firſt charters, that of Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay, ſays in expreſs terms, you are exempt 
from paying taxes to the King, for ſeven 


4. 


( #3 


is exacted, but according, to the original 
conſtitution both of England, andſher Colo- 
nies. Vour rights are no more violated 
than mine, when we are both taxt by the 
ſupreme power: and your charters are no 
more mutilated by this, than is the charter 

of the city of London 
Vainly do you complain of being! made 
Naves.” Am I, or two millions of Engliſh- 
men made flaves becauſe we are taxed with- 
vut-our own. contenty +72 - 0057 4% WITT 


or = *. 
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You may fil} „“ rejoice in the common 
rights of freemen.” I rejoice in all the 
rights of my anceſtors. And every right 
RIC I enjoy, is common to Engliſhmen 
and Americans 3th, T' 

But ſhall'we ** ſurrender Hay: part of the 
privileges. which we enjoy, by the exprofs 
terms of our colonization ?” that is, of our 
charter? By no means: and none requires 
it of you. None defires to with-hold any 


thing that is granted by the expreſs terms of 


your charters. But remember! One of 


years p 


ainly implying, that after thoſe 


feven years you are to pay them like other 
ſubjects. And remember ydur laſt charter, 
that of Pennſylvania, ſays, in,expreſs terms, 
you are liable to taxation: Vea, it objects 
ngainſt being taxed by the King, unleſs in 
89 


But 


connexion with the Lords and 


1 
But a people will reſume, you fay, the 
power, which they never ſurrendered, ex- 
cept” No need of any exception. They 
never ſurrendered ix at all; they could not 
furrender it; for they never had it. I pray 
did the People, unleſs you mean the Norman 
army, give William the Conqueror his 
power * And to which of his ſucceſſors did 
the pegplt of England (fix. or ſeven millions) 
give the ſovereign power? This is mere 
political cant: words without meaning. 1 
know but one inſtance in all hiſtory, where- 
in the peqple gave the ſovereign power to any 
one; that was, to Mafſanelh of Naples. 
And I deſire any man living. to produce 
another inſtance inthe hiſtory of all nations. 


Ten times over, in different words, you 
<< profeſs yourſelves to be contending; for 
liberty.” But it is a vain, empty profeſ- 
Lon: unleſs you mean by that threadbare 
word, a liberty from obeying your right- 
ful Sovereign, and from keeping the funda- 
mental laws of your country. And this 
- undoubtedly it is, which the confederated 
Colonics are now contending for. 
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